Investigations of droloxifene and other hormone manipulations on N-nitrosomethylurea-induced rat mammary tumours. 1. Influence on tumour growth.
The effect of droloxifene, a new anti-oestrogenic drug, on N-nitrosomethylurea-induced mammary tumours of Sprague-Dawley rats was investigated and compared with that of tamoxifen. The response of tumour growth to ovariectomy or to treatment with aminoglutethimide or high doses of oestradiol was also studied. Ovariectomy was by far the most effective treatment for mammary-tumour-bearing animals. More than 75% of the tumours in ovariectomized rats did not grow progressively but remained in remission for up to 12 weeks after castration when the experiment was terminated. The inhibitory effects of droloxifene and tamoxifen on mammary tumour growth were similar, but body weight loss of animals treated with tamoxifen was more marked than that of animals treated with droloxifene at the same dose and schedule.